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Kentucky Forest FactsKentucky Forest Facts

• 11.9 million acres of forestland – 47 percent 
of the state’s land area

• 423,000 private forest landowners--89 
percent of the forest ownership.

• Oak-hickory predominant forest-type--8.4 
million acres (72 percent) of timberland.

• An estimated 7.6 million acres (65 percent) of 
timberland in sawtimber-size stands.

• Annual impact of $8.7 billion on the 
economy-second only to horses.
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• Represent Woodland Owners throughout 
the Commonwealth

• Working to see better forestry on more 
acres of private lands

• Addressing concerns to improve the 
opportunity and interest in managing forest 
lands



Landowner Concerns

• Economic returns for landowners

• Forest Health and wildfire

• Education and Assistance to the woodland 
owner



Quality Hardwood Management

• High Quality Logs at a Premium
• Sawlogs and Veneer
• Good Forest Management on Private 

Lands
• Excellent Long Term Returns for 

Landowners and the Wood Products 
industry



Graph showing quality changes



Forest Health
Declining forest health resulting from insects, 
disease, and invasive species is a serious threat 

to the sustainability of Kentucky's forests. For 
example, the southern pine beetle outbreak of 
1999-2002 had a dramatic impact on the pine 

forests of Kentucky, including:
• stand altering mortality to nearly 100% of the 

pine type in Kentucky, 
• economic losses exceeding $120 million, 
• elimination of habitat for the endangered red-

cockaded woodpecker, and 
• immeasurable aesthetic losses. 





Fire damage slide



Tourism slide
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The Kentucky Forest Industry Association 
represents more than 500 companies.  
KFIA promotes sustainable forestry 
through cooperation with the Kentucky 
Division of Forestry, the University of 
Kentucky and the Kentucky Woodland 
Owner’s Association and the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative.
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Primary Industry Map



Secondary Industry Map



581 companies employ 18,946* 

Top five secondary industries:
• Custom cabinet makers

• Millworkers
• Pallets/crate production

• Flooring manufacturers
• Pulp producers
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*Current Information as of Oct. 19, 2007
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Value of Forest Products made in 
KY exceed $6 Billion per year.

(About $2 billion is lumber, furniture, cabinets 
and $4 billion is paper products.)

Kentucky ranks 3rd nationally in 
hardwood production
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• Approximately 30,000 Kentuckians are 

employed by the 889 wood industries in 
the state. 

• Out of Kentucky’s 120 counties, 112 have 
at least one wood-based company. 

• The annual payroll (excluding benefits) for 
the wood industry is approximately $820 
million.

• Wood industries employ one out of every 
nine manufacturing workers in the state.
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• 4th in employment in Durable Goods 
Manufacturing sector (Lumber, Wood 
Products, Furniture & Fixtures)

• 7th in employment in Nondurable Goods 
Manufacturing sector (Paper Products)



Forest Conservation Act 

• Master Logger Training
• Best Management Practices for Water 

Quality
• Four Step Process
• Bad Actor Designation
• Fines
• Educational Emphasis



Certification Programs

• American Tree Farm System
– Kentucky is active partner
– 802 landowners enrolled.

• Sustainable Forestry Initiative
– No SFI certified forests in KY
– Certified procurement

• Green Tag Certification through 
NWOA
– Currently 1,000 acres is enrolled.

• Forest Stewardship Council
– Smartwood – no auditors in KY
– Approx 1,000 acres of FSC 

forests



Kentucky Forest Industries Association 
Sustainability Certification
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• Provide positive growth to removal 
ratio in Kentucky’s forests.

• Use mandatory 
Kentucky master 
loggers on commercial 
timber harvests.

• Use required BMPs.
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Certified Master Logger Program
• Piloted in western Kentucky and western Tennessee.
• Volunteer program for logging firms.  
• Firms agree to abide by written standards agree to spot 

audits of their operations.
• Forty-two logging firms are in the program.  

For Certified Procurement:
Best Management Practices
Local, State and Federal Laws 
and Regulations

Pre-Harvest Practices
Harvest Operations
Business Viability

• NewPage is currently the only Kentucky forest industry that requires 
some certified wood. Company pays a premium to certified master 
loggers.



Wood Industry Concerns 

• Improving Management on Forest lands in 
Kentucky

• Increased enforcement and fine collection 
on Bad Actors in the Logging Industry

• Criminal Enforcement of existing Timber 
Trespass Laws




