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Collett & Smith Named Kentucky Logger of the Year
Collett & Smith Logging of Roark, KY was recently honored as the 2021 Kentucky Logger of the Year at the
Kentucky Forest Industries Association (KFIA) 57th Annual Meeting in Lexington, Kentucky. Coby
Stephens with Kentucky Hardwood Lumber, Somerset, KY nominated Kenny Smith owner of Collett and
Smith for the award. In addition to a plaque recognizing their achievement, a Stihl chainsaw was also
presented to Smith and was sponsored by the Kentucky Tree Farm Committee. Smith harvests timber
throughout eastern and central Kentucky and was selected from candidates submitted from around the state.
The Company consists of Kenny Smith a fourth generation logger and 14 employees operating two logging
crews. Three of the employees are trained as Kentucky Master Loggers which is a training program for
loggers to incorporate proper harvesting techniques, operate safely and use best management practices to
protect water quality. Kentucky law currently requires a minimum of at least one trained logger on the
logging site and in charge of the operation.
Smith’s operation is independently owned and has an excellent professional relationship with landowners
and the forest industry. He is committed to serving the landowner and often increases property value by
seeding and improving access roads after logging. Smith and his crews take tremendous pride in protecting
the trees that they leave after the harvest to sustain the forest resource. They always make sure that water
quality is protected on the harvest site and that all water quality regulations are followed properly.
Smith and his crew use skidders, dozers, knuckle boom loaders, John Deere timber cutting machines and also
maintain log trucks along with chainsaws to harvest trees on private forestland. The crew operates
equipment that makes for an efficient operation to harvest timber in an environmentally safe manner to serve
as stewards of the land. They take every opportunity to promote the importance of the logging industry and
sell logs to a wide range of markets to maximize financial returns to the landowner while serving industry
demands. Smith and his crews go above state requirements and seeds all roads and often operates on
certified woodlands which are held to higher environmental standards. Smith is very active in the local
community and promotes the logging industry and donates to the statewide Log a Load for Kids Program that
has provided over $800,000 to the University of Kentucky Children’s Hospital in Lexington, KY.
The Kentucky Tree Farm Committee is sponsored by KFIA which is a trade association dedicated to serving
and promoting the forest products industry and forestry interests of Kentucky. Founded in 1965, it has over
650 members in the areas of primary and secondary wood industry, supplier and service industries,
wholesale, loggers and landowners. KFIA promotes sound forest management and represents forest
landowners and the forest products industry which has a total economic impact of over $14 billion and
employs over 62,000 people in Kentucky. For more information about the association or the Kentucky Tree
Farm Program contact Bob Bauer at 502/695-3979.
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Kenny Smith, Collett & Smith Logging, Inc.(center) along with his family presented a Stihl MS461 chainsaw and Logger of the
Year plaque from Bob Bauer, KFIA Executive Director (L).

